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The Friends of
Troopers Hill
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| t was with great regret that we had
to cancel the ABuU
event in August. The weather was
simply too bad. Apart from the risk
of children slipping on wet grass, the
bugs could also have been harmed
by wet catch nets. As it is a very
popular event, we may well try again

next year. Hopefully the Balloon Fiesta weekend weather
will be better in 2009.
Web6re delighted to announce

awarded a Green Flag again. Along with the Hill, the
Downs (also for the second time), Blaise Castle Estate and
Queen Square were successful in receiving this prestigious
award. It underlines the continuing improvements the
Council is achieving in the ¢
As you know, deer are sometimes seen on the Hill. Whilst
it is not a huge problem, we would like to remind Friends
about the danger from Wood Ticks (which are carried by
deer), especially in areas of long grass and bracken. Wood
Ticks are associated with Lyn
but very unpleasant and occasionally fatal illness. It is a
good idea for dog owners to check their pets as well, as
they too can become hosts to these pests.

Our Tai Chi classes on the Hill have been very successful.
Attendances were between 24 and 30 people each day,
helped by largely favourable weatherd hard to believe this
year! As a result, the Bristol School of Tai Chi are offering a
taster session for £6 on Thursday 2nd October at 7 pm in
the Wesley Memorial Church Hall, followed by a 10 session
weekly course. Come along or contact them on 0117-
9493955 for further details.
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ys  diFe | BEQREGE NEIGHBOUR-
HOOD PARTNERSHIP

N eighbourhood Partnerships (NPs) are a govern-
ment led initiative and Bristol Council has been a
strong supporter of the scheme. The NPs exist so
that people can have more of a say in the impor-
tant issues for their area: St George NP covers the
council wards of St George East and St George
West. On behalf of Friends of Troopers Hill, Susan

nership meetings since the group started last No-
vember.
The Partnership holds 3 public meetings a year,
when people can raise. local issugs that they are
uc%nFcérEe& ab%ftr.] Ho'sesijs;uoessF a8 thgnpfgll)éwea
up and progress reported at the next meeting.
Items raised so far have ranged from the lack of
youth provision and community facilities in Speed-
well, to replacing street trees in Kensington Rd.
'&8% progres LS Seen M4ld dhdl thé St Georgk
group has already had direct influence on services
provided by council and public sector bodies, such
as the police.
Friends of Troopers Hill have been very interested
in having a voice in the Partnership because the NP
will be consulted next year about the Bristol Parks
and Green Space Strategy, as it affects St George.

The next public meeting will be on Wednesday 12%
November at 7pm so please do come along to hear
what has been achieved and raise the priorities
that concern you. If you would like to see what
happens in detail behind the scenes between the
public meetings, you can come to one of the
steering group meetings. Contact Susan if you
would like more information.

I f youdéd |ike to talk t
newsletter, please contact:
Susan Acton  -Campbell  (Chair), Tel. 0117 947 5037
Sally Oldfield (Bristol Council Nature in the City) ,

Tel. 0117 922 4429

You can also write to us at: 3, Corkers Hill, St. George,
Bristol, BS5 8DT
Email:

chair@troopers  -hill.org.uk
Sally.oldfield@bristol.gov.uk
Or go to the online forum at:
http:/Amww.troopers - hill.org.uk/forum.html
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http://www.greenflagaward.org.uk/
http://www.bristol.gov.uk/ccm/content/Environment-Planning/Parks-and-open-spaces/the-downs.en
http://www.bristol.gov.uk/ccm/content/Environment-Planning/Parks-and-open-spaces/the-downs.en
http://www.bristol.gov.uk/ccm/content/Environment-Planning/Parks-and-open-spaces/blaise-castle-estate.en
http://www.bristol.gov.uk/ccm/content/Environment-Planning/Parks-and-open-spaces/queen-square.en
http://www.bristoltaichi.com/
mailto:the_ed@troopers-hill.org.uk?subject=The%20Hill%20Comment
mailto:chair@troopers-hill.org.uk?subject=Newsletter%20email
mailto:sally.oldfield@bristol.gov.uk?subject=Re:%20FoTH%20newsletter.
http://www.troopers-hill.org.uk/forum.html

One aday in June....

ATon Oscaro, the Giant D' on
z e ....an% t h
1 1, 05

Katy Sobey wows the crowd South Gloucestershlre‘ Youth Jz Orchestra
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Earlier  this year
Ivan Packer, a stu-
dent from Bristol
University, carried
out a small mammal

survey on the

Cutting down broom!

A lot of the work we have done at Work Parties over
the past five years has been to cut back bramble
where it has been covering areas of broom. The wild

. . broom, with its yellow spring flowers, is one of the fea-
heathland and in the 2 tures of Troopers Hill that you will not find in such pro-

wo ods on Troopers =~ : N fusion anywhere else in Bristol and we want to protect
Hill. One of the pur- Wood Mouse it

poses of this survey was to assist management
of the environment now and in the future. The
survey itself is too long to repeat here, but the
conclusions were quite clear; fi é It is therefore
recommended that the site is managed sympa-

W e now have new broom plants growing where there
would otherwise have been just bramble and in the
long term we hope broom will grow in some of the ar-
eas that were cleared of scrub last winter.

thetically in order to maximise the diversity of However... Troopers Hill LNR is only 21 acres and our
plant and insect species as well as small mam- aim, through the Management Plan agreed with Bristol
mal species. This will in turn increase the diver- Parks, is to keep a balance between the different types
sity in terms of the other species to be found of habitat. The acid grassland and the heathland is the
and improve the overall €Rogtimpgriant Bapitatsipce itis thesgarggs that sup-

Exactly what we dve been t po?thﬁéareln\éertegrgte hIa are 0 qd n the hill. It
timel he reason that it was declared a oca Nature Re-

serve in 1995. In some areas broom (and gorse) have

. been spreading into the heathland and grassland and
Letters to the Editor so this also now needs controlling.

We love to hear from you, wha_tever t.he Féa- ' So, if you join us on our Work Parties this winter you

son. Recently we received this email which might well find yourself being asked to cut down

wedd | ike to share with yohraom.in some areas, while cutting bramble back to

5 protect broom in others.
i M parents, Ray & Joan Hodges, came from the Rob Acton - Campbell

Speedwell area of Bristol, both growing up in the
early 1920s. As they were neighbours, so there
friendship grew and eventually they married in
Kingswood in 1941.

My Dad worked at St Anneds
closed in the 1980s. As a family we lived in Allison

Road in Bri_slington and as we grew up in t_he area, Sunday 12th October - Troopers Hill Field
Troopers Hill was often mentioned - especially Judging starts 2pm - All classes are FREE

when Dad was still working.

| tis our belief that Mum and Dad used to do their Come along with your dog and HAVE FUNII
courting at Troopers Hill: we took them both on a Closses....

trip up the river once and Dad pointed out the
area to us. From that day he always said he
wanted his ashes scattered there.

Friends of Troopers Hill Fun Dog Show

1 Cutest Puppy 6 Best Rescued Dog or Bitch
2 Best Veteran (Dogs 8 years & 7 Cuddliest Dog/Bitch

over)
. . 8 Best Child Handler (7 &
Sadly Dat_j pass_ed away suddenly in March this 3 Most Handsome Dog under)
year. So in April my sisters and | carried out ) ) )
A . 4 Prettiest Bitch 9 Best Child Handler (8 - 16
Dadbés wishes and scattered years)
lovely spot: such fantastic views over our lovely 5 WaggiesT Tail

. 10 Judges Favourite
city. 9

Toda y wou | d have been Dad?d: Cur fun scurry for you and your dog will also be running all afterncon

ith f d h h | h Prizes & Rosettes given up to 3™ place
went with one of my daughters to the place where For further information call Julie on 0117 947 7353

we said cheerio to him. While | was there, | met or email friends@troopers-hill.org.uk
Susan and some Friends who were busy having a _ _ Mo on-site car parking
tidy up! 1 told them the reason why we were Bristol Parks with Support rom HEART pet rescue. Friends of
there and she asked me to send this to you. Our thanks to Beeses' Bar and Tea Gardens for Troopers Hill
H . k . . di W their kind donation that has allowed us to put on this

ope It makes Interesting reading to you. €, as event free of charge and to Lucas Vets for

a family, shall continue to visit Troopers Hill. Long @ sponsoring the rosettes and judging.

may you continue your good work. Troopers Hill Local Nature Reserve
Paul a CIl atwor Flag
v Award

Green Flag Award Winner 2007/8 & 2008/9
www.troopers -hill.org.uk

www.troopers-hill.org.uk



http://www.troopers-hill.org.uk/Flora/THsmallMammal.pdf
http://www.troopers-hill.org.uk/Flora/THsmallMammal.pdf
http://www.english-nature.org.uk/heathlands/facts/facts.htm
http://www.english-nature.org.uk/heathlands/facts/facts.htm
http://www.defra.gov.uk/erdp/pdfs/es/fepgrasslandfeatures.pdf

Jul esds Diar
Hello Troopers!
I guess it must be the roman
There | am, typical Summer 6

trudging around the Hill in heavy drizzle emptying
bins and picking up litter. On the way back from the
chimney the rain begins to persist down, just grab
that last piece of paper wedged in the bench over
|l ooking the 6newd view and
truck. Fumble in pockets for keys and find said piece
of paper. Rain now so heavy
dows, congratul ate myself on
covered in handwritingé two
three different hands (one, presumably, the some-
what exasperated go-between).

Brings back memories of my callow youth, and also

q

Dates for Your Diary

Wednesday 1st October: 7.15pm. Meet-
. Wesl ey Memor i al Ch
II—ﬁllC d@ll e welcome. ~ Ve need your
mo r nd | om
thoughn[

Saturday 4th October: Work Party. 10 am
until midday. Meet at corner of Troopers Hill
Road and Greendown.

Sunbayf a2th t ®aoberh e | t eFanmdllyy Fune Dog
Show. 2pmd 4.30pm. A fun event on Troop-
efsaHiR tF|el%ietﬁat‘3vx9'et hop8 &Il Ydc8)" dogs and
chUd H\Nr?e% evﬂ Wainct %8 a?t%ﬂoe [—eor dogs of
all shapes and' S|zes unged by Yoriations
from Beesesdé Bar & .Tea Gard
Saturday 1st November: Work Party. 10
amwmsil mediday. Meet dt carngreod Troopers
His ReadyankeGrdendéwnHappi |y

Thursda 13th November 7. 15pm Meet-
°eﬁ‘q .eno |Aéy3‘wé‘m8?9 Ch
T A afe wel['c%me """"

bSaturday 6th aDecembery » YoWoek Pargy.t 2107
am until midday. Meet at corner of Troopers
Hill Road and Greendown.

rhrsdef A1 fhDebdmBel! ° ° " At WRd Sodiaf
Evening. 7.15pm. Come along and find out
how we have been doing. Raise issues con-
cerning you and see our annual slide show of

the yearbés event s.

AThe Story of the Bencho t hal
so agoé One wonders how thid
I hopeé

Unrequited | ove, webve all
once said ASometi mes the dre
fiHi! Thereds a point to thds s
il dm cool , |l dm cool u?o
ivreah | 6m good_ well erm therebd
to say so ur probabLy guna havp
i OK O

AiYeah yuhh guess then x0

A haveo

ATel | me t heno

fiHope U611 tell mebod

il candt you know, jusk tell m
(unclear)

AYes you do know what werde ta
know! o

A donodot , |l donodt! o
AN@GEOS) | wondt say, |1 06m scared
ONo! he so knows * giggl
AYou say it?0o

o(mnr) |7 kes you. o

Al dondét know do | ?0

Ailom actually really sorry, |
really awkward and two | dondt
I evenlsay it?2o

ilt doesndét matter. I re
the same way. 0

Al know thatés why | shoul dnodt
stupid!!o

Al &m gonna go and sit on
fiL

Cheers,

wh a t Ngture in ghenGity; Events. 4
Contact Sally Oldfield for further details and
about t0 BRGk PlaGeSma n !

Sunday 5th October Avon Valley Walk.
10.00amd 4pm. A guided walk through Con-
Wam, Dundridge Park, Troopers Hill, St
Anneaes aWeoHso!l ANhiglhdt*xign g al e
Farm finishingat Beeses®& Bar &
Meet at Conham car -park. Bring a packed
lunch. You may like to finish your walk with
refreshments at Beesesd6 Tea Gar den
HThusdayk a6ty Qetaber s a.i @wl Prowl.o Ypraa e
dpay.e Jain 9dn2 MEGuire ron vad Yex&iingwiight d i d-
time hunt for owls.

hHriday 3lsit Oetobgro u . 10.30 cavne Trooperst
Hill. Through the seasons walk. The fourth of
faursbort andgrelaxegd guideq walks infrgducy
ing the history and wildlife of the hill.

Sumday gng MNevgmbey: o n

o)

king You

f e ¢

1Pe30am.  Fungi
Foray. Join expert Justin Smith in a hunt for
mushrooms, toadstools and other fungi on

Troopers Hill. N.B. This event is already
fully subscribed, but you can check for can-
cellations.

Jules

(Initials changed to protect the innocent) ;)

www.troopers

- hill.org.uk
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http://www.beeses.co.uk/
http://www.beeses.co.uk/
http://www.beeses.co.uk/

