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Apologies to all for the long gap since our last 

newsletter.  Your editor has been rather busy 

elsewhere of late and has only now had time 

to get around to this edition.  Weôve also de-

cided to reduce the number of issues to 4 per 

year ð one for each season.  This is our first ñSpringò edi-

tion and I hope you find it enjoyable.  

W e had our first Sunday afternoon work party during Feb-

ruary and very successful it was.  We decided to try this out 

to give a chance to people who find it difficult to join our 

regular Saturday morning sessions.  So if youôd like to help 

maintain Troopers Hill (TH) but canôt make Saturdays, you 

will have another chance on Sunday 20th April at 2 pm and 

another one on Tuesday 20th May at 7 pm.  Put them in 

your diary.  

W e are delighted that Bristol now has three new Local Na-

ture Reserves (LNR).  Badockôs Wood, Eastwood Farm  and 

Manor Woods  have all been officially designated as LNRs 

bringing the total in Bristol to seven.  The others are Troop-

ers Hill (of course), Lawrence Weston Moor , Stockwood 

Open Space  and Royate Hill  which was designated an LNR 

by Avon County Council.  Well done to all concerned.  We 

recommend that you visit all of them and enjoy the havens 

of wildlife that they are.  

Donôt forget that even if you do not have the Internet at 
home, you can still use it for free at your local library .  They 

also run courses in computer and Internet use which some 

of our members have found very useful.  The Internet is 

becoming an increasingly important part of our communi-

cations and a lot of discussion about ongoing events on TH 

take place on our Websiteôs Forum (http://www.troopers -

hill.org.uk/forum.html ).  More and more people are sharing 

their opinions with us this way, which is a great way for us 

to hear about the things that concern you.  Make no mis-

take, we do listen to what you say.  

W e had another extremely successful work party at the 

beginning of March, with a total of 23 people including sev-

eral under 16ôs.  Itôs great to see more and more people 

turning out to help out and get involved in their Local Na-

ture Reserve.  Weôve also been lucky enough to have a 

couple of lads, Drew and Chris, working  with us for their 

Duke of Edinburgh Award .  They are creating a new path 

from Troopers Hill Field down to the lower path that con-

nects the LNR to Lamb Hill.  

On 2nd March we had an extremely popular ñGeology 
Walkò, looking at the formation of Troopers Hill and sur-

rounding areas.  Led by local Geomorphologist  Eileen 

Stonebridge, 50 people (plus a baby and a dog) walked all 

over the Hill discovering how the landscape was formed.  A 

fascinating, if cold and windy, experience.  

BRISTOL PARKS AND GREEN SPACES 

STRATEGY  
This strategy was adopted by 

Bristol City Council's Cabinet on 

21 Feb and sets out a pro-

gramme to spend £87m on im-

provements to Bristol's parks over 

the next 20 years. You may have 

seen some of the press coverage 

in January, when there was talk 

of up to 200 acres of green space 

being sold off. Following the strong reaction in the press and 

from the Bristol Parks Forum, changes were made to the 

financial part of the strategy. The council will now ring -fence 

70% of the money raised from any sale of parks for use in 

improving other parks. There is also a commitment to 

spend more on day to day parks maintenance such as 

grass cutting and litter picking. A fund will be set up to fi-

nance replacement of things like benches when they reach 

the end of their useful life.  

Most importantly the strategy also confirms that it will be 

local people who decide which areas of green space, if any, 

can be sold off through the production of ñArea Green 

Space Plansò. This process will be run through the 

Neighbourhood Partnerships (such as the St George 

Neighbourhood Partnership) and there is a commitment 

that if less land becomes available than the council currently 

expects, then the finances will be reviewed rather than 

more land being found.  

When there is talk about the sale of parks it must be re-

membered that all areas of public green space in Bristol are 

considered to be 'parks', not just parks such as St George. 

Many of these are patches of grass or scrub that are of no 

real benefit to the community or wildlife, but may be areas 

which attract drug users or where gangs cause trouble. It 

will be up to communities to decide whether these can be 

improved or whether they are better put to other uses.  

Rob Acton -Campbell  

If youôd like to talk to us about any issues raised in this newslet-
ter, please contact: 

Susan Acton-Campbell (Chair), Tel. 0117 947 5037 . 

Sally Oldfield (Bristol Council Nature in the City) ,  

Tel. 0117 922 4429  

You can also write to us at: 3, Corkers Hill, St. George,  
Bristol, BS5 8DT 

Email: 

chair@troopers-hill.org.uk or 
Sally.oldfield@bristol.gov.uk 

Or go to the online forum at: 
http://www.troopers-hill.org.uk/forum.html 
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PHOTO COMPETITION  

W e had a terrific response to 

our photo competition, with 

forty -nine entries overall.  Itôs 

a shame that we couldnôt 

award a prize to all our entries 

as they were so good and the 

judges had a really hard time 

deciding on the prizewinners.  

In the end though, they agreed 

on three winners ï one for 

each age category.    

A ll the entries can be seen on 

our website  and Amyôs is being 

used in the next issue of the 

Avon Gardens Trust Journal , 

and Mikeôs photo is one of the three submitted to the 

judges for this yearôs Green Flag Award .  

W e managed to get all the winners to-

gether just before our January work party 

for a brief prize giving ceremony.  Even 

better, many of them decided to stay and 

help out on the WP itself, so Troopers Hill 

benefited even more than we could have 

hoped!  

One of the interesting things about the 

entries was the range of images and sub-

jects chosen.  We had entries from all 

over, including from Sweden.   

Apologies to those of you reading the print 

version of this newsletter as youôre only 

seeing these pictures in black and  white !  

Winner under 12 category,  Harry M 

Over 16 winner, Mike A 

12 to 16 winner, Amy D 

Harry M, Amy D and Mike A receiving their prizes from 

Susan Acton �± Campbell (chair) and Kit Elliott from Bristol 

Video Solutions �² sponsors of  the trophies. 
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